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Skolen i Peder Vadelsgade 
 
 
 
This school is situated in one of the most fascinating parts of Copenhagen. By night the area is a ‘red 
light’ district and drug taking and prostitution are rife - yet by day it is a fashionable and desirable 
place to live, being particularly popular with people seeking a creatively stimulating and bohemian 
environment in which to live. Despite the slightly sordid nature of the night life property prices in this 
quarter are said to be the highest in the city. The area retains are strong sense of community - and 
they proudly told us that the local community collectively funds the daily clear up operation which 
takes place at 4.30am each morning to clear the debris  of the night’s illicit activities from the school 
playground before the children arrive at 7.30am.  
 
The school buildings themselves have an unusual history. The school suffered years of decline as 
the local area declined and more affluent families left the area. Eventually, it was closed down and 
‘moth balled’ - only to be re-opened 10 years later as an influx first of immigrant families and then of 
fashionable Danish families moved into the rapidly changing local area. A new visionary Headteacher 
was appointed, new teachers were recruited and the school buildings were redesigned and 
refurbished and the Skolen i Peder Vadelsgade was reborn.  
 
The school has a unique approach to the curriculum - driven by the Headteachers’ vision - and to 
learning. It caters for students from the age of six to the age of sixteen - and each year group has 
about 60 students and three teachers. Every half term each year’s scheme of work is based around a 
theme or an extended project. The outline of the project is planned collaboratively by each team of 
teachers but then each teacher adopts a different approach to the topic which focuses on a different 
learning style. Once this has been agreed, each student - and their parents - are invited to choose 
which teacher they wish to be taught by for the next few weeks. The idea is clearly that students 
should choose the style of teaching which best suits them. The whole process is then repeated again 
for the next half term with a different teacher delivering the next extended project in the child’s 
preferred learning style. Care is taken - particularly in the early years - to ensure that pupils continue 
to experience a range of learning styles but as they get older their preferences become more defined. 
 
One other unique element in this school’s approach to curriculum design can be found with the 
youngest children - where the teachers are required to ensure that one day each week is spent 
outside of the school on a school trip or a walk or a cycle (the most popular activity). Presumably, 
they don’t have to fill in the reams of paperwork and risk assessments required by us in the UK to 
allow a school visit to take place…      
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