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Bedford-Copenhagen Learning Exchange 
 

B3 Group Visit: 11th - 15th January 2015 
 
 
 

Den Grønne Friskole (The Free Green School) 
 
 
This school is less than one year old and has been set up by a group of parents who want their 
child’s education to focus on the environment.  Currently the school has a small class of children 
ranging in age from 6-12. At present the school is housed in a scout hut and the majority of teaching 
and learning is conducted outside on the field in front of the school.  
 
In speaking with the Principal it became apparent that many of the children had attended other 
schools and that their parents had become dissatisfied with their previous school, favouring instead, 
an alternative approach and philosophy.   
 
The school’s alternative approach to learning is centred on sustainability and the surrounding 
environment and there is an emphasis on creativity, movement, craftsmanship and a relationship to 
the community.  
 
 
The school’s main philosophy is for pupils to develop a dialogue with adults and peers in order that 
they can shape their own learning.  
 
The approach appeared to be based on the following principles: 
 
 Children must be able to learn through experiences of touching, moving, listening, seeing, doing, 

hearing and feeling. 
 Children have a relationship with other children and adults and with the environment and they 

must establish this relationship through exploration. 
 Children must have control over the direction of their learning. 
 Children must have endless ways and opportunities to express themselves. 
 
The Principal explained that she felt it was the teacher’s job to provide the learning opportunities for 
exploration but that it was up to the individual child and groups of children to interpret that experience 
and find and direct their own learning.  The school promotes personal responsibility and resilience 
and we witnessed many children climbing trees, apparatus and fences. At least once a week the 
children go out of school on an exploratory field trip, sometimes to the beach, which is close by, or 
some other area of interest. The Principal shared that children sometimes use a small machete to 
chop wood and that they had only had a “near miss once” when a child had strayed a little close to 
the unsupervised bonfire.  
 
The children that we observed appeared comfortable in taking the initiative and we were all intrigued 
by their relationship with their teachers and pedagogues, whom they treated as friends and co-
learners.  
 
Unfortunately we were only in the school for two hours and on leaving we had many questions 
around teaching and learning, planning and delivery, progress, broad and balanced curriculum, rights 
and responsibilities and health and safety and would have liked to have spent longer to explore the 
answers to these questions. 
 
 
Judith Lovely 
Senior Improvement Adviser 
Support, Challenge and Intervention Team 0-19, 
Children's and Adults' Services 
 
January 2015 


